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WHAT OF PURSES?

The same Punjabi correspondent asks how the purses presented
to me at the different places are utilized. As a rule, the money
is left at the places where it is given with instructions for its use
in the khaddar propaganda. Only, where I find no one whom I
want to entrust with the use of the money given, I keep it with
me and use it through the Ashram for khaddar propaganda.
Where the money is earmarked, naturally, I have nothing to do
but to hand the contents for the earmarked purpose to the persons
concerned.

HAS No USE Now

The correspondent writes:

During my hawking tours I find people saying: "As the Congress
is on the wane, why are you giving yourself the useless trouble of hawk-
ing khaddar? When the Congress becomes strong again, we will buy
khaddar; now we wear foreign cloth. Let us give ourselves the pleasure
of using it for the time-being.55 Thus talked to me several pleaders. This
is one side of the picture. I met a pleader who bought some himself
and took us to people and promised to hawk khaddar twice every week
among all sorts of people*

The instances of steady work can be multiplied. But I have
never yet met anyone to say what these pleader friends in the
Punjab are reported to have said. Surely, they do not need to be
told that khaddar is not for temporary use. It is a permanent
article of wear as wheat and rice are permanent articles of food.
And they could only have been joking when they said that they
wanted the pleasure of wealing foreign cloth. Is there pleasure in
wearing it? Is it not the same thing as saying that there is plea-
sure in slavery? It was not an uncommon experience, when sla-
very was abolished in the Southern States, to find slaves refusing
freedom; slavery had become second nature with them.

TEED THE MILLIONS'
A member of the 49 Bengal Regiment writes:

It is admitted on all hands that you are the greatest leader of
the world. What is the greatest leader for? The greatest leader is for
providing the starving millions of India! Isn't it? So long as you are
not able to feed and clothe the thirty-two crores of Indians, you can't
expect swaraj. I can give you swaraj in no time, if you can give me
one hundred crores of rupees. You speak of swaraj, you speak of charkha,
etc., but you do not speak of feeding the starving people. The man who
does not get proper food, cannot take to charkha. First of all "belly"
tfasen doth, I can remain stark naked for a day, but I cannot remain